Celebration of 2020 Graduates
English Department, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Saturday, May 9, 2020

Welcome
Professor Anja Wanner, English Department Chair
[video]
Dear graduates and friends and families!
My name is Anja Wanner. I am the chair of the English Department and I welcome you to our online celebration of the class of 2020. Our keynote speaker is Professor David Zimmerman, Distinguished Teaching Award Winner, Associate Chair, and Director of Undergraduate Teaching and Learning. You will also find a slide show with pictures and notes from fellow students as well as your professors. You can print a program with the name of all graduates, and you can join our faculty in a rendition of “Varsity!”
To our students:. You did it! You’re graduating from a world-class university with a degree in English that tells everyone you know about the power of language, the potency of stories, and the value of critical analysis. You’ve studied with the very best teachers. No department at UW-Madison has more teaching award winners than the English Department! You’ve learned from award-winning scholars and writers and you’ve formed friendship with students who are as curious and committed as you are.
Some of you come from Badger families and knew how to ‘jump around’ before you ever put foot on our campus. Some of you are first generation students, like myself, who could not take any of this experience for granted. More power to you! Some of you are from Wisconsin and some made Wisconsin their home.
All of you finished your senior year in the midst of a global health crisis. We asked a lot of you. We asked that you stay home and connect with us and each other from afar. We asked that you push forward at a time that has the ground moving under our feet. And you did. You let us into your homes via video, you carved out time for learning, you finished that paper, sat that last final exam. You showed patience and commitment and resilience. And now you’re graduating.
Class of 2020, we are so very proud of you. Congratulations to you and your families!

Graduation Address
Professor David Zimmerman, Director of Undergraduate Studies
[video]
My name is David Zimmerman, and I am the Associate Chair of the English Department and the director of its undergraduate program. It is my honor and pleasure to welcome you to the 2020 celebration of English graduates, the COVID-19 edition.
	Today we celebrate these incredible students. Congratulations, graduates; and congratulations, families.
	While today is a day of celebration, I want to tell you why it's also a sad day for me and my colleagues: graduates, we'll miss you. Over the last several years, we've come to know you really well. In each class you've taken with us, we've spent 40 hours with you in close conversation, being astonished and transformed by the literature, the language, and the ideas we've explored together. In some cases, if you've taken more than one class with a professor, and if you add the time we've spent talking with you in office hours and poring over your remarkable essays and creative writing and thesis projects, we've spent 100 hours with you, maybe more. We're proud how you've grown as thinkers, writers, and readers. 
	We're also proud of your resilience and grace in the face of the challenges and disappointments created by the COVID-19 pandemic. The challenges include the closing of campus and the shift to online learning. Many of you pulled your hair out learning to navigate Canvas and adjust to new online assignments, which is just as well, since many of you haven't gotten a haircut in 2 months. For many of you the challenges went deeper. They included the closing of your workplaces and the struggle to keep yourself and your family safe and solvent. I know you're disappointed at not  being able to graduate with your friends and fellow students on campus. 
	In addition to being proud of you, we also like you, a lot. We like your curiosity, your compassion, your commitment, and your good humor. As English professors, we teach literature and writing and language, but first and foremost we teach students. It's been a joy spending these years with you. 
	It's a sad day for us, but it's a thrilling day, too, a day we've been excited about all year. Today is a commencement day, a day of beginning. Today is a day when we face forward, not backward, but I want you for a moment to think back to when you decided to come to the UW. You came from tiny high schools and gigantic ones, some of you confident and some of you nervous. You came with different ideas about what you wanted to study and what you wanted out of college. And from this scatter of backgrounds and interests you all decided to become English majors. And as English majors you became a dynamic community. You exchanged ideas in your classes, read each other's writing, worked together on journals and magazines, dropped your jaws at the same staggering poems, wrestled with complex social problems, and took intellectual risks together. 
	And you learned a ton: think about all that you know now that you didn't know four years ago. Think about all you can do now than you couldn't do four years ago. What good is an English major? — you learned how to write and speak effectively; you learned how to interpret and engage complex cultural questions; you learned how to understand other people's perspectives so that you can collaborate with people who have different experiences than you; you learned how to identify and question assumptions (including your own) and to reflect on your methods of reasoning and arguing. You learned words you never imagined existed, like "post-human" and "counter-hegemonic." Some of you coined words of your own for concepts you created.
	In thinking about our good fortune in having had you as majors, and in thinking about your good fortune in graduating as UW English majors, I thought about fortune cookies and how there are three kinds of fortunes you might get when you break open the cookie. One is a description of you, sometimes incredibly detailed: You enjoy training falcons. Another is a prediction for you, also recklessly specific: You will run into an old friend wearing a leotard. (It's not clear whether you or the old friend will be the one wearing the leotard.) And the third kind of fortune is a maxim, a pithy statement about life: If you are afraid to shake the dice, you will never throw a six. OK. I thought I'd end this congratulation address by giving you your fortunes, courtesy of the English Department. They are slightly longer than the average fortune, so you have to imagine very large cookies to house them.
	First, the description: You imagine richly. You see language as magic, magic as power, and power as possibility. For you, words matter. They make the world. 
	Second, the prediction: You will be the one in your company who writes all the reports. You will reread a Shakespeare play for the fun of it. You will see life as poetry, story, essay, and play. If you've been my student, you will come across a muted post-horn spray-painted on a wall in some foreign town, and you will send me a photo of it. 
	And third, the pithy truism: English majors may not save the world, but they make the world worth saving. 
	Congratulations, English majors. And congratulations, families, on raising such skilled, motivated, curious, resilient, and, yes, employable students. They are our future, in every sense, and this should give us all hope. 
	Graduates, we will miss you. Please stay in touch with us. Send us emails, Like us on Facebook, follow us on twitter, and let us know what you're up to. 
If in the coming years you can support the department or mentor upcoming English majors in any way, please do. The support and mentorship provided by English alumni is crucial for the success of our students.  Congratulations, again, 2020 graduates, and thank you. 

Presentation of the Graduates
Class of 2020, Department of English
[music: "Pomp and Circumstance, Op. 39 - March no. 1 in D major (band arr.)," performed by the Eastern Wind Symphony.]
[slide]
Lyndsey Agar - One of the best experiences I had while in the English Department was being able to foster a love for various parts of the medieval period. I'm incredibly thankful for the professors and TAs I learned from, who not only helped me to increase my interest and knowledge in the topic, but can now graduate feeling confident in the direction I'm headed because of them!
[slide]
Rachel Alsbury - My favorite memory with the English department was working as a writing fellow and helping students develop their writing skills. I was able to meet a lot of really amazing people, and I became a better writer too! :) 
[slide]
Maya Ashbeck - Some of my favorite English memories are from Professor Begam’s class. It was one of the hardest classes I took, but I learned so much in one semester and appreciated Professor Begam’s dry humor and witty insight! 
After graduation I will be attending graduate school at UW Madison in pursuit of a Masters of Science in Curriculum and Instruction with teaching certification. 
[slide]
Hajar Babban
Marissa Beaty
Lake Beddome
[slide]
Kelly Bodette
Rachel Brightman
Cooper Brown
[slide]
Regan Batterman - My favorite experience was re-reading To The Lighthouse as a senior after first reading it back in sophomore year. The knowledge I had gained allowed this book to transform from something I didn't like or care to understand into a puzzle I was determined to solve and grew to appreciate. I consider my English degree invaluable for this reason; the classes I took have taught me the value of different perspectives and trying every possible solution beyond interpreting literature. Studying books teaches us fundamental things about human nature and skills that are applicable to all areas of life. I also learned how to properly use semicolons as a bonus! 
[slide]
Robyn Cawley
Joseph Cesare
Belle Christine
[slide]
Kara Conley
Sid Conway
Emma Crowley
Marisa Cullotta
[slide]
Chase Colton - One of my favorite experiences in the English Department came from taking English 162 with Professor Calhoun. He made a point to memorize everyone's name in a large lecture class. I had class with him two years ago in the Spring of 2018 and he still recognizes me whenever he sees me. He always asks about tennis and checks in with me. I know it seems like a small gesture, but learning my name and a personal detail about me always meant a lot. Professor Calhoun was a kind and caring professor that I was glad to have learned from at Wisconsin.
[slide]
Amelia Daley
Adi Dina
Michael Dobrazynski
Karissa Dohm
[slide]
Heather Erickson - Picking a favorite memory is so difficult because every professor I have learned under, from Creative Writing to American and British Literature, deeply influenced who I am, how I perceive, and how I formulate and share ideas. I am particularly thankful for the experience of completing a Senior Honors Project under Professor Elizabeth Bearden. Under her guidance and freedom, I explored multiple disciplines, such as philosophy, early modern literature, and disability studies, and I wrote my longest argument which advocates for counter eugenic logic and disability gain. I am so grateful to have learned from such a wise scholar, brilliant lecturer, and caring mentor. I will carry this experience with me forever.
[slide]
Isaiah Fisher
Marty Forbeck
Skyler Franke
[slide]
David Garcia
Kate Geary
Sara Geschke
Maximilian Gietzen
[slide]
Matthew Gogan
Alexander Greene
Andrew Guckes
Erin Guokas
[slide]
Naomi Gallagher - I will always look back fondly on my time spent studying English at UW-Madison. So many students, T.A.s and professors have become inspirations to me, and I will miss them all dearly!  
[slide]
Erica Gleman - My favorite memories from the English Department were taking creative writing courses with wonderful professors: Ron Kuka, Ellen Samuels, Dantiel Moniz, Tia Clark and Amaud Johnson.  Each of these professors not only taught me how to write, or even to read, but also how to capture moments-- both historical and personal-- lean into them, and reflect.
[slide]
Charli Harris
Clare Hartman
Sofie Henckel
Frederick Hewitt
[slide]
Serena Haley - My favorite English class was English 453 with Professor Richard Begam.
[slide]
Lauren Hartman - In my time with the English department at Madison, I have enjoyed taking creative writing classes in fiction and literature courses such as American Protest Literature. Outside of the classroom, I have been involved in programs such as the Writing Fellows and Illumination. After graduation, I will be returning to Minnesota to work in communications. 
[slide]
Emma Hinker - My favorite experience in the English Department was my English 455 class. It ended up being an all women class and all we did was discuss and analyze literature by women and about women. We grew quite close and it became a great space for intellectual and personal discussion in relation to the literature we were reading.
[slide]
Benjamin Jaeger
Benjamin Johnson
[slide]
Charlie Jenstead - It's difficult to choose just one favorite English class- they've all been so fun and interesting! Both "Literature and Culture 1: to the 18th Century" and "Literature and Culture II: from the 18th Century to the Present" were really wonderful experiences. The former had me seriously considering a major in English Literature and the latter sealed the deal. Both professors- Lisa Cooper and Mario Ortiz-Robles, respectively- gave compelling and engaging lectures. I learned so much from both classes and will always remember them. Though these classes stand out in my memory, I have to say that I enjoyed every English class I took and that everyone I met in the English Department has been so kind, helpful, and knowledgeable. To all the professors, T.A.s, advisors, and staff- thank you so much for giving me an amazing experience as an English major here at UW-Madison.
[slide]
Margaret Johnson - It's a challenge to select only one memory to highlight as I've truly loved my experience here with the English Department. I would give shout outs to Professor Ortiz-Robles and Professor Bearden for their guidance and for their wonderful courses. You both have changed my life for the better. I cannot thank you enough. 
[slide]
Kevin Jones - What comes to mind are the small things. One day, late in the spring semester of my sophomore year, it was too nice out to be having class inside. My English 245 class left the 7th floor and went down to resume class in the sun and breeze on the pavement along Lake Mendota. It was small moments like this which showed me that students in the English Department are seen as people, not just as students. 
[slide]
Samantha Jones - My favorite class was Eng 162- Shakespeare and Media because it was super fun. It was also my first college English class, so it holds a dear place in my heart. After graduation, I am staying in Madison and going for my master's at the iSchool. 
[slide]
Eliza Keene
Clara Kevek
Jaemin Kim
[slide]
Elaine Knaus
Johnathan Roone Kozlowski
[slide]
Ana Komro - I will fondly remember learning to appreciate pre-20th Century literature from the variety of courses I took in the English Department. I rediscovered my love for Jane Austen with Pride and Prejudice and Emma, books I had once read on my own but failed to understand their appeal. Studying these novels in class taught me to look at the characters, plot, and narrative form in a new, compelling light. Jane Austen is now up there on my list of favorite authors, right alongside Neil Gaiman (of whose work I also read in a course, and can only ever love more). I look forward to a summer of reading stories full of petticoats, yearning glances, qualms about money, dramatic twists, and plenty of gossip.
[slide]
Eli Knapp - If I had to pick one favorite from all the great English classes I've had the opportunity to take here, It would be Professor Richard Begam's James Joyce class. This class profoundly changed my perception of language, solidified my already-substantial love for modernist writing, and made me an all-around better thinker. Although I took it in my penultimate year here, this is one of the classes that seems in retrospect to be a sort of turning point for me. In the time between then and now, I feel I've come into my own; I've become a better writer and a more confident person both inside the classroom (thanks to Begam's brutal yet tremendously helpful method of abruptly calling on quieter students at random) and out. And I don't really want it to stop - it feels like I have to leave just as I'm getting started. But I owe the English department for all the sweetness in  that bittersweet end, and I can't wait to carry what I've learned here on through the rest of my life. I also want to thank Professors Aparna Dharwadker and Dean Krouk for inspiring a deep appreciation for the theater in me right at the end of my college career, and for making my last semester one of my favorites.
[slide]
Cianna Kruckenberg - It is difficult to decide which class has been my favorite, but if I had to choose it would either be Professor Begam’s course called “James Joyce” or Professor Wood’s course “Protest Literature”. The Joyce class challenged me in ways I cannot overstate and made me a much better writer and reader. And Professor Wood’s course allowed me to connect the material I was reading to current events in a really refreshing way. I would highly recommend both to any student, English major or not!  
After graduation, I will be starting my master’s degree in English Secondary Education here at UW-Madison and my plan is to eventually teach middle school English.  
[slide]
Ariel Laxo
Daniel Ledezma
Brandon Leis
[slide]
John Letsch
Lindsey Levy
Elisa Lim
[slide]
Jacob Lindemann
Haley Liptow
Arius Liuzzi
[slide]
Serina Louey
Genevieve Lundberg
Rebecca Lustig
[slide]
Morgan Mancl
Marissa Martens
Lacey Mehring
[slide]
Rohan Mhaskar
Evan Miller
Brette Olpin
[slide]
Brian Maul - My favorite experience in an English class was during my sophomore year, when I took a creative writing class on a whim while doing my gen ed classes. I had always had a passing interest in writing, so I decided to take one of the intro level workshop classes offered at the school. The teacher for the class, Oliver Baez Bendorf, was extremely supportive and put a great deal of time helping the students one on one with creating their poetry and short stories. Oliver's support as a teacher and my experience in his class led to me focusing on creative writing in the English major. 
[slide]
Jacob Pflughoeft
Cassie Pierce
Gretchen Poston
Drew Quiriconi
[slide]
Victoria Paige - My favorite experience in the English department was definitely being in The Madison Review. It was a great four years with some of the best people. I'll never forget the long hours of reading weird and often, overly graphic poetry.
[slide]
Kate Peterson - My favorite English Department experience would have to be the two classes that I took with Dr. Begam. Without him, I wouldn’t be able to say that I made it through Ulysses successfully. Now I may just have to give Finnegans Wake a try (no, not really). After graduation, I will be staying at UW-Madison to pursue a Master of Science in Curriculum and Instruction: Secondary Education with an emphasis in English and language arts. 
[slide]
Olivia Poches - My statement: My favorite English class that I've taken is a tie between Martin Foys' Old English class and David Zimmerman's Pynchon class because both were challenging yet so much fun.  
As for post-graduation plans, I will be continuing my education here at UW-Madison to get my MLIS through the iSchool.
[slide]
McKenna Pulsipher - I have enjoyed every opportunity given me to expand as a person, and to gain in knowledge. 
[slide]
Gibson Reichert
Rachel Reis
Bryce Retzlaff
Ethan Richardson
[slide]
Ana Roden
Claudia Rodriguez
Nesha Ruther
[slide]
Morgan Reardon - I think my favorite experience as an English major was being encouraged to read things that were out of my comfort zone, and connecting with people of different experiences through literature. After graduation, I'm going to be getting my masters in Library and Information Studies at the UW-Madison iSchool, and hope to become a youth services librarian. 
[slide]
Solomon Roller - A moment I'll always remember that I still think of frequently is when I took English 100 the Spring semester of my freshmen year. It was an Intro to College Composition course, but the material we dived into also had a lot to do with how education is handled as a system and what demographics are gravely effected by the curriculum and mindset of many teachers who decide to teach in urban areas to "save" these children. It provided me a lot of insight for feelings I had always had but never had the information to make sense of them. Part of the class was that we would go off campus to be tutors. I was only 17 at the time, but I was able to be a tutor at Whitehorse Middle School in Madison. One day, I was asked to sit down with an 8th grader who the teacher didn't want to deal with because of his randomness interrupting others getting work done. He reminded me of myself at that age, eyes always wandering, not wanting to be there, mind always somewhere else. I could tell he was perceived in that class as being an underachieving student who just couldn't get it right. I can't even remember what I said or what I did with him, but I didn't act like a superior I was just present with him. I walked him through the assignment and I saw the moment he started to focus. We got the assignment done before anyone else. I let him read one of his favorite books when he asked and the teacher thought he was misbehaving. She was surprised when I told her we had finished a while ago. I always think back to that moment because I let that kid know that I thought he was smart and would be successful. I realized I had the power to be someone that I always wished I had as a kid. That experience made me slowly realize a joy I had for teaching others. But ultimately, that moment lead me down a path of healing.  
[slide]
Rowan Saecker
Sonia Santaella
Libby Sattler
[slide]
Madeline Selner
Sarah Shepro
Haley Sirota
[slide]
Kaila Sobolewski
Elizabeth Soellner
Lauren Souza
[slide]
Ellen Schuebel - My favorite part of the English department was the professors! They were all so kind to me and really inspired me to better myself in school and in life. I especially want to shout out Dr. Wood! She is the best.  
After graduation, I plan to get a Master's degree in Secondary Education from Edgewood, as well as continue working at Olbrich Gardens in the education department. 
[slide]
Maizah Tariq
Sierrena Taylor-Seals
Victoria Tiso
Ilona Topolnitska
[slide]
Farid Torbey
Catherine Torner
Dao Truong
Haley Vanbeek
[slide]
Sofia Voet - I would highly recommend English 543: Discourses Of Disability Antiquity to 1800 with Professor Bearden, English 461: Black Life & Thought in 18th Century Literature with Professor Huang, or English 407: Creative Writing Nonfiction Workshop with Professor Bishop. These classes were all incredibly influential to me in developing my critical thinking skills, bettering my academic and creative writing skills, and introducing me to concepts that often go unnoticed in the academic world.  
After graduation, I will be getting my Master in Fine Arts in Creative Writing focusing in Creative Nonfiction from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio.  
[slide]
Elizabeth Wahmhoff - My favorite experience in the English department was taking English 207 freshman year, my very first creative writing course. I came in undecided and taking that class was what made me decide to become an English major! I’m so glad I made that decision because I’ve learned so much.  
After graduation, I will be pursuing a PhD in Rhetoric, Theory and Culture at Michigan Technological University.
[slide]
Sage Willems - As one journeys through their college career, they can only hope for confirmation that the choices they’ve made were the right ones. This confirmation came to me every Tuesday at 2:30 pm in the Fall of 2019. My creative nonfiction workshop gave me experiences that transcended the classroom and coursework. Each and every student jumped in head-first, baring their souls in the form of writing. I learned about the technicalities of my favorite genre of writing, but also about what it means to be human. I can’t thank my classmates and instructor, Sean Bishop, enough for teaching me that if there’s something I feel needs to be said, say it.
[slide]
Megan Wittman – Mrs. Dalloway said she would get the degree herself. 
[slide]
Zhaojie Zhong
Andrew Zolp
[slide]
Jess Zola - My favorite class that I have ever taken was English 543 Discourse in Disability. As a double major in both Neuro-biology and English. This class exemplified the importance of the intersection between language, bodies, history, and medical sciences. This class established my passion for the English major and also Professor Bearden is simply a phenomenal professor. After graduation I am attending medical School at the University of North Dakota. 
	
Congratulatory Comments
English Department Faculty and Advisors

[slide]
Professor Anja Wanner, Department Chair: We are proud of your creativity, your resilience, your desire to change lives through the power of language.
You helped us navigate a semester of uncertainty and anxiety and made virtual classrooms work.
I loved working with you for the Grammar Badgers website, diagramming sentences that ended on prepositions, and showing you the glory of the Special Collections room in the library.
[slide]
Professor David Zimmerman, Associate Chair: Congratulations! The English Department is proud of you and all your achievements in and outside the classroom. COVID made this a challenging ending to your undergraduate career, and you met this challenge with your usual grace and passion. We look forward to hearing from you in the future. Please let us know what you’re up to so we can stay in touch.
[video]
Professor Christa Olson: Hi, Class of 2020 English Majors, this is Christa Olson. I want to tell you three things: First, I want to recognize the incredibly hard work you’ve done to reach this point. Second, I want to congratulate you on your incredible achievements in the English Department, in your other classes, and in your life. Outside of your schoolwork, you have done so much; I’m so proud of that work. And finally, I want to remind you that you are not alone. As you head out from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, you have classmates, and professors, and staff members who are cheering for you, who support you and believe in you, and we are so proud of the work you’ve done.
[slide]
Professor Yanie Fécu: Congratulations! You have all made incredible strides during your time at UW-Madison, not only in the rich discussions and debates you generated in the classroom, but in the meaningful relationships you’ve cultivated with faculty, staff, and each other. As a new professor, it’s been a real pleasure working with such open-minded and motivated thinkers. I hope, even in the midst of these uncertain times, that you are able to recognize and celebrate your many contributions to the English department and to the UW community. 
[slide]
Professor Morris Young: Congratulations on this important milestone! While I’m sure this is not the celebration you expected, it’s important to honor your achievement, reflect on what you’ve learned, and look forward to opportunities to come. I was fortunate to have some of you in my fall 2019 class, English 401, where we examined the commonplaces that shape our ideas about who we are, what brings us together, and how we can create worlds of possibilities. As you move beyond UW-Madison, I know that you will use your experience and expertise as English majors to show how and why words and language matter, to write in powerful ways, and to create change that will help people be kinder to each other and make our world more humane.
Best wishes on your future and for a life full of writing. reading, and the possibilities that emerge.
[slide]
Professor Lisa Cooper: Dear graduating English majors, 
So many congratulations to you! May your love of language, of reading, and of writing sustain you for many years to come.
[video]
Professor Aparna Dharwadker: Hello, Seniors. I’m Aparna Dharwadker, and I know that I’ve had many of you in my classes in the last couple of years. You’re completing your degree at a time for which there is no parallel in our experience. And I know that you will need an extraordinary amount of patience, courage, and determination as you launch yourselves into the world. But it is spring, and we can get some inspiration from that. I hope you have a wonderful celebration with your family and virtual celebrations with your friends. Congratulations, and good luck!    
[slide]
Mary Fiorenza, Faculty Associate: Congratulations to you on graduating! Like everyone else, I wish I could see you in person. For those of you who have been in my composition and creative writing classes, please know I carry your words with me. I feel so lucky to have had the chance to read your essays, stories, and poems. I feel lucky, too, to hear how you have supported your fellow writers in class by sharing your thoughts and asking good questions. Thank you! Keep writing. Keep asking questions. I wish you all the best. Stay in touch.
[slide]
Professor Russ Castronovo: Congratulations, graduating seniors, on your achievement.  And thank you, too:  your insight, your intellectual vivacity, and your continued commitment to your student colleagues saved this pandemical semester.
[video]
Professor Caroline Gottschalk Druschke: Hello, wonderful graduating seniors. I am so sorry that this your last semester at UW-Madison—both because I’ll miss you, and because of the global pandemic. I am incredibly proud of all the work you’ve put in during your entire career, and very proud of you for finishing under these extraordinarily difficult circumstances. I hope that you get the chance to celebrate this and really, really find joy in it. It’s a huge deal, and this moment doesn’t define all that you are and all that you’ll do. Please come back and visit us. We’ll hang out on the Terrace and celebrate all that your life has become. Great job, really thinking of you. Thanks for all that you’ve done to improve my research, my teaching, and my life at UW-Madison. 
[slide]
Professor Porter Shreve: I have taught at universities around the country for nearly twenty-five years, including some other Big Ten schools that shall not be mentioned. This is my first year teaching at UW, but I can safely say that students here are the best I’ve ever worked with: smart, engaged, funny, thoughtful, empathetic, and highly creative. Thank you, graduates, for impressing me so much, and for making my first year at Wisconsin such a delight. Thinking of you all and wishing you every success in the world.
[slide]
Professor Mario Ortiz-Robles: Congratulations! It has been a real pleasure to read and talk about great books with you these past few years. Keep reading and best of luck in your future endeavors.
[video]
Professor Jordan Zweck: Hi, everyone. For those of you who don’t know me, I’m Professor Zweck. I don’t normally dress like this—quite, at least—but I thought I’d do my best for a quarantine version of regalia. So, I had the great pleasure of getting to know many of you during your time at UW—Madison, and I wanted to take the chance to say congratulations on graduating. We are all so proud of you, and so excited to see what you do next. We know whatever it is, it’s going to be amazing. Congratulations.
[slide]
Heather Swan, Senior Lecturer: Congratulations! May you each find many wonders in your one wild and precious life!
[slide] 
Chris Logterman, Undergraduate Advisor: Congratulations! This is an amazing milestone that you have reached. The celebration may not look or feel like you envisioned it, but it is wonderful all on it's own. You have earned a degree from one of the best institutions in the world and majored in the strongest major for giving you the skills needed for your future endeavors. Do not forget that the hours of study, papers written, exams taken, projects completed all provided you experiences that helped you develop personally and professionally. You will go far employing these skills, continuing your learning, and applying your can do attitude in all you take on. I am proud of each and every one of you! On Wisconsin! 
[image: ]

“Varsity”
Sung by the English Department Singers
Var-sity! Var-sity!
U-rah-rah! Wisconsin!
Praise to thee we sing
Praise to thee our Alma Mater
U-rah-rah, Wisconsin! 

image1.emf
[slide ]   Julia Meuse, Career Advisor : Wow , you did it. Graduating college is no small   feat, especially  under such extraordinary circumstances.   You are all so brilliant, resourceful, and tenacious, and I  feel so lucky to have met so many of you.  I know you will go on to carve a meaningful path for  yourselves — whatever that looks like for you .   This is an unprecedented time to be entering the  job market, but remember: we are here for you.  You can still reach out to me for up to a year  after you graduate for any needed career guidance!  


